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One is our faith, and one our Lord,
One body, Spirit, hope, reward:
M a y we in one communion be,
One with each other, one with Thee. Amen.
—Cotferill.

:

Roxbury Holiness Campgrounds, Roxbury, Pennsylvania.
Scene of the

1950

General Conference, this campgrounds is owned

and

operated by the Brethren in Christ Church. The 1951 General Conference is being
held at the Free Methodist Campgrounds near Manhattan, Kansas.
(See page 3 for Conference Happenings of 25 and 50 years ago.)

12

Evangelical Visitor

(2)

Faith Must Be Unwavering
Mont Hurst
T'S A FACT rhalt you never meet a Chris- ment and it can come only through drawtian who says he has too much genuine ing nearer to Him.
faith! There can be no such person. Faith
Henry Ward Beecher said that the bigshould be the unbreakable chain that binds gest order that was ever instituted on earth
us to God. There is an old saying that, is the order of faith! A faith that wavers
'"There is no hope for 'the satisfied man." can bring no true testimony nor fruitful
And how true this is when applied to a work for the Master. A faith that's foundChristian life. As long as we live here on ed on the reality of God, Christ and the
earth we have a solemn obligation to be Holy Spirit. Genuine faith really makes
witnesses for Christ among those with the real Christian. It was Longfellow who
whom we associate. If we are true wit- said that love is a bodily shape; and Chrisnesses they will see Jesus in us and want to tian works are no more than animate faith
know Him and be like us. That is the and love, as flowers are the animate
proof of fruitful Christian living.
springtide. And how Itrue is this illustraWhen we shut ourselves out of the tion. St. Augustine said that faith is to
world and seek His face through quiet believe what we do not see; and the remeditation and prayer, we gain the Spirit- wand' of (this kind of faith is to see what
ual power necessary to be about our we believe. Works without faith are like
Father's business. The refreshing and a fish without the water it needs to live
strength-building interlude comes when we in. And faith can be constancy strength1
have secluded ourselves to meditate on the ened by proper exercise.
love of God and the plan of salvation that
Faith must be a living force because
came through the Blood that was shed in true faith is founded on a living Redeemer.
the Atonement. Faith is always given new Christ, who never wavered in His perfect
power and life. The determination to be life on earth, is the only example by which
a more resourceful and fruitful -witness we must seek ito nurture our faith. Holireceives a fresh impetus and our lives re- ness depends on faith. Someone has said
ceive a fresh anoiriting and refilling of 'the that faith is the Christian's right eye withSpirit. Faith must have her daily nourish- out which he cannot see Christ! And, if

I

our faith wavers, we cannot get the clear
picture and feel the personal presence of
Christ. Faith must be strong, determined
and must have a constant growth. A
strong faith is the only power that can
light our way to Heaven while we are marching through the hosts of sin here on
earth. Now, as never before, a Christian's
fai'ih must be strong.
Dallas, Texas.
Everything good comes directly or indirectly from Cod.
As long as there are two heads in the
world, there will never be perfect agreement.
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church, published bi-weekly by the E. V. Publishing House, Nappanee, Indiana.
J. N. Hostetter, Editor, Clarence Center, N. Y.,
to whom all material for publication should
be sent.
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COMPLAINT AND PLAINT
He in the American EZ chair speaks
He in the Austrian DP camp answers

Editor.
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"I'm tired of hearing
refugee sob stories."

" I . too, am tired
—of sobbing!"

Brethren In Christ Publication Board, Inc.,
Laban W. Wingert, Albert Cober, Samuel F.
Wolgemuth, Dale Dohner, Charles E. Clouse,
Samuel F. Minter and Elmer L. Steckley.

"The stories are so
depressing; they almost get me down."

"I am down—
and out!"

"Needs! Needs!!—I
hear nothing else."

"Needs? Needs??—I
know nothing else!"

PURPOSE: To publish the Gospel of God's
grace—a complete salvation through the atonement of Jesus Christ the Son of God, made
effectual by faith in Him; the walk in holiness
by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit;
and the pre-millennial second coming of our
Lord.

"It is getting to be
a sort of theme song
in every paper."

"It is my daily theme
of living, but it is
not a song!"

"When will this begging ever e n d ? "

"When w i l l
it ever e n d ? ? "

He in the EZ chair yawns
He in the DP camp yearns
Norman Wingert, MCC worker,
Vienna, Austria.
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June 11, 1951

50 Years Ago

Editorial
SEETHING SANDS
There came across my desk this morning a business magazine with a full page
picture of the sand dunes and oil derricks
of the Near East. In the same mail came a
business communication that bears significantly on the news of the past few weeks.
Oil companies see difficulty ahead according to what, turn of events takes place in
this presently
excited
area of international affairs,
Bible-believing
Christiains see a formation of focus in this particular news item that may resound to the
uttermost
parts of the earth.
When
Russia begins to move south—then
what?
She is going in the direction of Palestine.
Read this business item with interest. . ..
IRAN. Britian is reported to have alerted a
parachute brigade numbering ' between
three and four thousand men which may
be used to protect its oil interests in Iran.
This is supposed to put teeth into diplomatic negotiations now going on between
Iran and Britain.
While the Iranian oil crisis has been
somewhat obscured by the MacArthur

controversy, it is felt by many informed
persons that the Iranian situation has
more significance than the activities in
Korea. There would appear to be two
courses open to Iran. To take over the
operation of the refinery and oil properties of the Anglo Iranian oil Company,
which they do not have the capital, equipment or technical know-how to do; or to
make a better deal with the British interests than they have had before.
The conflict of internal political pressures has reached the point of violence
and Russia is sitting by with a greedy eye
and the right under a treaty with Persia
in 1921 to send her troops into the country
should a foreign nation resort to armed
intervention.
Meanwhile, this country is attempting to
assist in bringing about a peaceful settlement with which both the British interests
and the Iranian government can live. However, as long as the situation is unresolved,
the threat to our domestic petroleum
economy remains ominous.

THE PRESERVATION AND VALUE OF CHURCH RECORDS
C. 0. Wittlinger

ITH regard to our church records, the
task before us at present is threefold.
We should (1) make an earnest effort to
locate and preserve more of the fragmentary records of our early history; (2) begin now to systematically preserve for
posterity our records as they are being
made; and (3) utilize our gradually accumulating record resources to piece together the accurate story of our denominational history.

church records and all kinds of churchrelated materials. These will be carefully
catalogued and filed, so that all persons
interested in the history of the Brethren in
Christ Church will have easy access to
them. Items of special value will be kept
in the fireproof vault of the college.
Should valuable materials be located
which the holders do not at present wish to
place in the custody of our library, a description of such materials, together with
the names and addresses of the holders,
will be kept in our files.

We are thankful for the pioneering work
which far-sighted individuals have already
done in connection with the threefold program outlined above. Special recognition
is due to Dr. A. W. Climenhaga who for
many years laboriously collected the information upon which his History of the
Brethren in Christ Church is based. Other
persons who have done preliminary historical spadework could also be mentioned.
But the task is only begun. Therefore, the
Messiah College Library, in co-operation
with the Social Science Department, has
launched an extensive program looking to
the collection and preservation of our

Some very gratifying progress has already been made in our search for scarce
church records. Our contacts lead us to
believe that many people who are holding
such records will be glad to know of a
place where they will be permanently preserved and given the care which their value
merits.
We earnestly solicit the co-operation of
all persons who may be able to render
assistance in connection with our search
for these materials. Should you have, or
know of the whereabouts of, manuscripts
or printed records, or relics of a material
nature, which throw light upon our de-

Part
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Did you know that:
General Conference convened in the month
o"f May.
General Conference was held at Stevensville, Ontario.
Moderators were—Martin H. Oberholser,
B. F. Hoover, and H. Davidson.
S. R. Smith was General Conference
Secretary.
A resolution from the Foreign Mission
Board read as follows.
"That this Conference urge more preaching on Missionary lines through-out the
church."
Two resolutions from the Publication
Board read as follows.
"We recommend that Brother Geo.
Detwiler be retained as Editor of the
Evangelical Visitor for another year.
Conference decided to leave the publication of the Evangelical Visitor at Abilene,
Kansas for another year.

25 Years Ago
Do you remember that:
General Conference was held at Fairland
Church. Cleona, Pa.
0 . B. Ulery was moderator, assisted by J.
N. Engle and L. 0 . Musser.
C. N. Hostetter Sr. was General Conference
Secretary.
A Committee on Church Extension was
active. Two preambles of their report read
as follows:
"Success in worldly as well as spiritual
enterprises centers in efficient leadership
and proper correlation and cooperation of
all forces at hand."
"An expressed call or desire to serve
the Church in whatever capacity and
especially to preach the Gospel is to be
commended and not tabooed."
Section 9 of the Home Mission Board
recommendations presents eleven men for
a license to the ministry. Seven of these
are active at the present time in church
leadership. One is in Europe under M.
C.C., one is serving in another denomination, one is inactive and Bro. Elmer Eyer
has finished his task on earth.

•%•%•*••*••*••*••*••*••*••*••*••*••*••*••*••*••*••*•«*••*«•*••*••*••*••*••*••*•»*••*•••<
nominational past, please communicate
with the undersigned or the Messiah
College Library.
A few of the items for which we are
now searching are:
(1) Copies of the minutes of all district and congregational councils throughout the Brotherhood. We wish to thank
those districts and congregations which
have responded to our letter appeals and
are regularly sending to our library copies
of their minutes as councils are held from
time to time. We are also very grateful
(Concluded on page ten)
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Conference Sermon

St. Paul's
Charge
To The
Elders
Dr. C. N. Hostetter,
Lesson: Acts 20:17-38
Text: Acts 20:28—"Take heed to the
flock over which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers".

G

OD works through men. Christ's early
disciples continued His ministry on
the earth. St. Paul became the apostle to
the Gentiles. Through history our Lord
has followed this program. Peter Lyons
of Waldo led the Waldensians. Martin
Luther focalized the Reformation forces.
John Wesley led the English revival, and
Francis Asbury the founding of Methodism in America. Many other faithful men
were co-laborers with these servants of
God.
In our own brotherhod, Jesse Engle's
faith and obedience spearheaded the program of foreign missions. Henry L.
Smith was God's instrument to break the
ground for Brethren in Christ foreign
missions in India. God raised up Noah
Zook. 0 . B. Ulery and others effectively
supported this witness. God used S. R.
Smith, C. C. Burkholder and Enos Hess to
blaze the trail in Christian education.
God continues to work through men in
the Church. A grave responsibility rests
upon bishops, ministers, missionaries,
teachers and deacons. These have made
the Church largely what it is today and
have reproduced themselves in others.
They have set the pattern of life. They
have led the way or failed to lead the way.
Our churches, foreign missions, home
missions, schools, colleges are largely
what their leaders have made them. Where
there has been faith, piety, wisdom, courage,* self-sacrifice, zeal for God, one can
easily discern effective results. Where there
has been a lack of faith, piety, wisdom,
self-sacrifice, courage and zeal for God,
one can also see the result.

Jr.

St. Paul called the elders of Ephesus
to listen to his heart-searching farewell
message. He did not give his message to
the Church. He gave it to the leaders of
the Church. They were responsible for
its future. The members of the General
Conference of 1951 are responsible for
what the Brethren in Christ Church will be
in the next ten years and, may I say, the
next twenty years. Some of you brethren
have been active ministers for more than
thirty years, some of you for more than
twenty years, some of you for more than
ten years, others for more than five years.
You. with me, are responsible for what
the Church is today. Our congregations
rise no higher than the ideals of their
ministers. They go no farther than the
vision of their leaders. If the Church of
the next thirty years is worldly, compromising, shallow, schismatic, divided into
liberal and conservative camps, it will be
because we led it that way. If the Church
is to be spiritual, dynamic, aggressively
missionary, Scriptural and an effective
witness for God in this generation, it is our
task to make it so.
I call your attention to fields of truth in
Paul's charge to the elders. These areas
of fact have profound lessons for us in
these critical and difficult days.
T H E C H U R C H IN RETROSPECT

The Church that Paul was committing
into the care of these elders had a short
but vital and dynamic history. Its founder
had led a life of holiness. He could say,
"Ye know after what manner I have been
with you at all seasons". His ministry had
been marked by the lowly spirit of Jesus—
"serving the Lord with all humility of
mind". His service had 'been marked by
tears and toil. His burdened heart found
expression, no doubt, in weeping of soul

and in days and nights of endless toil. His
instructions had been faithful. He said,
"I kept back nothing that was profitable
unto you". He labored incessantly in a
public and a private ministry. His
devotion to the service of Christ and the
interest of the Church was such that he
allowed nothing to hinder his ministry. He
could say at the conclusion of those three
years of faithful preaching and witnessing,
"1 am pure from the blood of all men. and
I have not shunned to declare unto you
all the counsel of God'.
This church at Ephesus met terrific
opposition. Satan fought this church as
he does any group that is a part of the
body of Christ. The beginning of the
church was hindered by a preacher who
needed to know the way of God more perfectly. False religion showed itself in the
efforts of the sons of Sceva. Pagan business raised a riot to rally interest in Diana
of the Ephesians. In spite of this opposition, "many . . . confessed, and shewed
their deeds. Many of them also which
used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men:
and they counted the price of them, and
found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. So
mightily grew the word of God and prevailed."
Against that background I compare our
own brotherhood. Without being guilty
of glorying in the flesh, we might well give
thanks to God for leaders of the past.
Examples of self-sacrificing toil are
numerous. Genuine humility was evident.
Faithful preaching of the whole counsel of
God was the passion of our founding
fathers. They like St. Paul, labored with
their own hands that they might effectively
teach that, "it is more blessed to give than
to receive".
A look at our history reveals that Satan
has bitterly attacked us. The wolves as
false teachers have done great damage to
the flock. Schisms and divisions are part
of our history. Sometimes we have retreated where we should have stood firm.
Sometimes we have stood still when we
should have gone forward. The onslaughts
of Satan have done us damage, but thanks
be to our Lord, the gates of hell have not
prevailed against us.
We are poor in some areas where we
ought to be rich. We are weak at places
where we ought to be strong. We confess
our failures and acknowledge that we are
nothing apart from God's grace. But
humbly, too, we say there are those among
us who will go anywhere our Lord leads.
We will do anything that we know to ,be
God's will. We will not count our lives
dear unto ourselves. We too, like St.
Paul, will endeavor to interpret the words
of our Lord, "It is more blessed to give
than to receive".
(Continued on page thirteen)
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EARS ago, not far from Liverpool,
England, two earnest laymen were talking about the dying condition of their
•church. For a long time there had been
no growth. Upon the contrary, there had
been a steady lowering of spiritual vitality
and an ominous decline in membership.
Some families became disinterested and
ceased to attend. Other families, attracted
by jobs in the larger cities moved away.
There had been almost no replacements.
All of this lay as a heavy burden on the
minds of these men as they conversed.
Finally, one of the two, his faith and courage worn thin, exclaimed, "I tell you if
one more family moves away, we shall
have to close our doors." His companion,
though gravely concerned, was not ready
to take so gloomy a view of the case. "No,"
said he, "it is not that bad; I tell you one
breeze from heaven will put life into the
whole place!"

Y
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The Promise And Price
Of Revival
Dr. Paul S. Rees
TEXT:

"Times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord."Acts 3:19

Finney, Moody. Other names could be
be added to the list. They, in some
strategic way, gave God His chance. They
were God's heralds and God's helpers in
bringing "times of refreshing" to multitudes of spiritually thirsty people.
Consider this phrase, "times of refreshing," as Peter originally used it: "Repent
ye therefore, and be converted, that your
sins may .be blotted out, when the times

He was right. He is the sort of men
to whom we should be listening these days.
He is the brand of churchman who is
honest enought to admit the weakness of
the church but hopeful enough to look for
God's way of correction and cure—God's
way of revival.
Not long ago Dr. Sam Shoemaker of
New York delivered an address over the
Columbia Broadcasting System. Iri it he
said: "We know that the Christian religion
began in the greatest manifestation of
spiritual power and glory this world ever
saw. In Jesus, God came to earth; and His
divine power infected and transformed the
men about him. They set in motion a
movement that has never stopped—the
movement of the Church. At times that
movement has lagged, because the human
element in it is strong; and again it has
revived, because the divine element in it is
strong also."
You and I know that Dr. Shoemaker is
correct. Looking back over its history we
find that at times it has been a lagging
church—weighted down with an overload
of pride and selfishness and compromise
and disobedience and ceremonial fussiness.
At other times it has been a leaping church
—freed from its bondage to hurtful things
and renewed in its fellowship with the
Spirit of God, who is also the Spirit of
power. Then it has been able to say, with
the Psalmist, "For by thee I have run
through a troop; and by my God have I
leaped over a wall" (Psalm 18:29). These
have been the occasions when God has
raised up some new leaders, some fresh
standard-bearers, to call the church to rise
from her feebleness and shame to the full
stature of her possibilities as the cleansed
and empowered servant of Christ's purpose
in the world. What a shining procession
of names marches through one's mind:
Augustine, Francis of Assissi, Tauler.
Savonarola, Luther, Fox, Wesley, Edwards.

Dr. Paul S. Rees
of refreshing shall come from the presence
of the Lord." The last clause is more correctly rendered by Weymouth and others:
"so that there may come seasons of refreshment." Let there be repentance, says
Peter, in order that there may be remission, and let there be repentance and remission in order that there may be refreshing.
Think first of the repentance. Peter was
speaking to church people when he sounded this call: "Repent." Never does revival
come without a fresh view of sin and a
new mind where sin is concerned. Repentance means that a sleeping conscience has
been stung awake. It means that the starch

of stubbornness and self-satisfaction has
been soaked out of us. We lie limp and
lowly before the throne of the Most Holy.
What did Christ say to a church that, althotigh it was all abustle with activity, had
left its "first love," and going on with its
hands very full and its heart very empty?
He said: "Repent."
What did He say to a church that was
cursed with the philosophy of Balaam,
which is covetousness and religious professionalism? He said: "Repent."
What did He say, through Peter, to a
pack of startled churchmen who knew all
about religion as ritual and nothing about
it as righteousness, who were devoted to
its outer forms and were devoid of its inner fire? He said: "Repent."
There is no other word that will do. The
ache in God's heart over sin must somehow set our own hearts to aching. There
simply must be a changed mind and a
chastened mood. The verdict of the Holy
Spirit on every God-dishonoring thing in
our lives will then become the judgmentseat whereat we kneel in broken-hearted
confession.
In February of 1950, when Wheaton
College experienced powerful revival, with
confession of sin continuing unbrokenly
in the chapel for two nights and a day, the
headline writer for the Minneapolis
Tribune reported the event as follows: "1500
Stage 31-Hour Mass Confessional." In that
word "stage" you have the crudity of the
"natural man" when he tries to handle the
ministry of the Holy Ghost. It wasn't a
case of staging; it was a case of stabbing—
the stabbing awake, by the Spirit of God,
of young men and women in their disloyalties or their half-loyalties to Jesus
Christ.
When the Holy Spirit was permitted to
change their inner attitude toward their
own sins, they did precisely what Peter
told the men of Jerusalem to do in connection with our text. In the Authorized
Version, Peter is made to say: "Repent ye
therefore, and be converted." But the
Greek reads: "Repent . . . and turn again."
Weymouth translates it: "Repent ye, therefore, and reform your lives." One is reminded of John the Baptist's phrase:
"Bring forth fruit meet for repentance."
(Continued on page fifteen)
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Prayer Is Not Enough
Vance

F MY people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will I hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will
heal their land" II Chron. 7:14.
I almost hesitate to announce this
familiar text because it has been often used
as a starter for revival sermons and
the saints have heard it so much that while
familiarity may not breed contempt they
are inclined to settle comfortably with eyes
half-closed murmuring to themselves, "I've
heard all this before."

I

Just now in this hour of national peril
and world crisis many are calling for a
day of prayer. It should have been observed long before now and is desperately
overdue. Of course a lot of it will miss
the mark and many prayers will get no
higher than the roof and in many cases it
will be another religious fashion politely
observed like Christmas or Easter with no
real meaning. Yet doubtless prayers will
ascend, as they have already, from earnest
hearts and it may be that God will have
mercy on- this Sodom for the sake of His
Abrahams.
On such an occasion the text above will
come into its own and be placarded,
preached and proclaimed. It is a good
text and, hyper-dispensationalists to the
contrary, is just as timely now as in the
days of Solomon. But our great weakness
will be that we do not sound all four of
the notes in this bugle call back to God.
If we are going to use it we ought to use
all of it. Actually' in altogether too many
cases it is made to sound as if a prayermeeting were sufficient for revival.
God has said more in this verse than
"Pray." To be sure, nothing else avails if
we do not pray. To be sure, more things
are wrought by prayer than the world
dreams of. To be sure, prayer changes
things. But prayer is to be accompanied
by certain other exercises that get scant
attention in the treatment of this text.
Some prayer-meetings are a waste of
time. There were at least three such seasons in the Old Testament. God said to
Moses, "Wherefore criest thou unto me?
speak unto the children of Israel, that they
go forward" (Ex. 14:15). Moses had said,
"Stand still" but God said, "Go forward."
Prayer is not a substitute for action.
Sometimes we pray we when we ought to
get going. It is true, "You can do more than
pray after you have prayed but you cannot do more than pray until you have pray-

Havner

ed." Nevertheless, it is no time to praywhen we ought to proceed.
God said to Joshua after the defeat at
Ai, "Get thee u p ; wherefore liest thou thus
upon thy face? Israel hath sinned" (Josh.
7:10.11). There was sin in the camp and
it had, not been dealt with. Prayer is beside the point when it does not involve
needed confession and cleansing.
When Balak sent to Balaam asking him
to come and curse God's people, Balaam
asked them to remain until he could pray
some more about it. He did not need to
pray more about it. He already knew
God s will in the matter. We do not need
to pray further about a matter when we
already have the answer.
So today time is wasted in prayer for
these and many other reasons. Just because prayer is the best thing we can do
in a crisis does not mean that it is the only
thing we can or ought to do. It is not a
fetish to ward off evil. The ignorant or
improper use of it brings no greater blessing than the comfortable feeling some people will have because they did a good thing
when everybody was supposed to do it.
The blessing promised in our text depends on what we do about four things.
" / / my people . . . then will / " . But we
are to do four things, not just one. We
cannot say too much for prayer but just

now let us emphasize the three neglected
members of this fourfold set of conditions.
The text begins: "If my people, which
are, called by my name, shall humble
themselves . . ."' God does not tell us to
pray for humility, He tells us to humble
ourselves. We are to humble ourselves as
a little child (Mt. 1 8 : 4 ) , humble ourselves
in the sight of the Lord (James 4 : 1 0 ) ,
humble ourselves under the mighty hand
of God (I Peter 5 : 6 ) . Yet how proudly
we boast of the might of our nation, how
we brag in our churches of our great numbers and progress. We pretend to give
God the glory but there is more chestthumping than heart-humbling. Listening J o us sound off in our religious conclaves one would think we had never heard
that God resisteth the proud but giveth
grace unto the humble. Humility would
spare us much humiliation later if we
could drop our hypocrisy and really get
low before God.
The text further bids us to seek God's
face. "If my people shall . . . seek my
face." Do we even know what that means?
God said in Hosea, "I will go and return
to my place till they acknowledge their
offence and seek my face" ( 5 : 1 5 ) . Is not
that His attitude toward America now?
The Psalmist wrote, "When Thou saidst,
Seek ye my face, my heart said unto Thee,
Thy face. Lord, will I seek" (Psa. 2 7 : 8 ) .
If only that were our attitude today. To
seek God's face is to seek His favor, the
smile of His approval, so that indeed He
may make His face shine upon us and lift
up His countenance upon us and give us
peace. What about the things in our lives
that God cannot approve? In spite of our
(Continued on page twelve)
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Exodus From Berlin
Peter J. Dyck
UCH things do not happen in every
man's lifetime. For me it was an experience which revealed three things: 1.
the weakness and helplessness of m a n ; 2.
the power of God, and 3. the significant
fact that God uses frail and weak men and
women to accomplish his tasks on earth.
I have often wondered whether the Children of Israel thought of themselves and
their God thus. The exodus from Berlin
is a modern miracle. If the Children of
Israel crossed the Red Sea, we did too. If
they had enemies pursuing them, we did
too. If God helped them, He helped us
too.

S

The Mennonite refugee camp in Berlin
had grown steadily from a handful of people, mostly women, children and old men
to such proportions that they had to be
housed in twelve large houses. The
thirteenth house was converted into a
hospital. At the time of our leaving
Berlin in January 1947 the total camp
population was 1,125. How to feed such
a large group of people was a problem
from the first day. If it had not been for
relief supplies made available to us by our
churches in the States and Canada and if
the Dutch Red Cross had not been so helpful and courageous in this venture of
transporting it through the Russian Zone,
but most of all, if God had not opened
doors which seemed shut to all human
efforts, all this would not have been possible. We rejoiced with every refugee that
found his way to our camp in Berlin, with
every refugee that was able to reach this
"island" of safety (the American sector of
Berlin) and our hearts went out to the
many who daily were snatched up by the
Soviet agents and forced to return to
Russia or exiled to Siberia. All the people
in our camp had been born in Russia and
were thus Soviet citizens. The fact that
they were mostly of Dutch origin, that
they spoke "Plattdeutsch" and that they
did not care to return to the country which
had been their home for some 150 years
did not change matters one bit. Russia was
determined to force back behind the iron
curtain all its citizens who had escaped
during the chaos of the last days of the
war.
But Berlin was not the final destination
of these people. Berlin was merely the
''staging centre", the place of gathering
of refugees before migration. All had but
one wish: to emigrate to America. Most
of them had relatives and friends in
Canada. After repeated failures to find a
way through the Russian Zone and thus
out of Berlin, we had to admit that there

was no safe way and that Russian opposition was too great for us. In due course,
however, and after more than nine months
of continued effort, the day came which
was to set the people free. The American
Army of occupation had agreed to help.
The people were issued official Travel Documents in lieu of passports. The Menno-

Peter J. Dyck

nite Central Committee chartered a Dutch
steamer, the great ship Volendam, and
preparations were made in South America
to allow them to pass through the
Argentine and into Paraguay. And then
came the great day and hour of departure
Everything seemed to be ready. The
Volendam was steaming to Bremerhaven
in North Germany to receive them. A train
was laid >on to take them out of the city
and through that dreaded "Red Sea", the
Russian Zone of Germany.
Prayers
ascended without ceasing. The telephone
rang: "Your people must not g o ! " was the
order. General Lucius Clay had given it.
The risk was too great. An "incident" with
the Russians was feared. And while the
Volendam steamed to the port of embarkation and many hearts beat high with hope
and joy, it became my difficult mission to
inform the unfortunate refugees of their
ill fate.
Things happened in quick succession
after that. Urgent telephone calls, including a trans-Atlantic call to the MCC

H. Q. at Akron, Pa., meeting with the
refugees, and then finally a prayer meeting. And how those people prayed!They
asked God to open the way, to lead them
through the terrible Red Zone, to perform
a miracle.
The ship was about to leave port again.
More than a day had passed. The refugees
did not come.
There was no hope.
Humanly speaking all had been tried and
it was not enough. We gave up. Then
God took over.
The cry went from
corridor to room and from hall to deck
filling the entire ship: "They are coming!
The group from Berlin is coming!" Stallwart men drew a big handkerchief over
their faces to mop up the tears, and women leaned on each other sobbing. When the
sun breaks through the clouds, when man
smiles through his tears, when he tastes the
salt water trickling down his happy face,
when he stands in awe before the power
and majesty of God feeling his own helplessness, then it is good to be a man. Those
of us who stood on deck in that momentous
hour have no illusions about our own
limited resources and strength, we will
never doubt the power of God and we will
always remember the thrill that comes
when we realize that God can use ordinary
men and women to accomplish his purposes here on earth. The condition is:
obedience.
Ten hours later a freight train loaded
with women, children and many old men,
Mennonite refugees from Russia, arrived
at the port.
Not long afterwards the
whistle blew, some one pulled in the gangway and more than 2000 voices joined in
singing "Now Thank we all our God".

Humbling ourselves is the first step to

God.
If our Nation would humble herself, no
telling what God might or would do.
Spirit-filled life is a necessity to a life
of victory.
God will save if we are willing and do
our part.
All can be saved if they accept Christ.
We are all called of God. To heed God's
call brings stability and victory.
If we repent God will have mercy.
Soul need is more important than the
material need. When this is realized we
will get some place spiritually.
There is no power that will enlighten
us as much as the Holy Spirit.
Power of the Holy Spirit is unlimited;
it knows no measure.

Evangelical Visitor
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CHURCH

DIRECTORY

AS SLATED BY THE GENERAL CONFERENCE
Permanent Church Headquarters
Messiah Rescue and Benevolent Home
2001 Paxton St., Harrisburg, Pa. Tel. 3-9881
Attention of General Conference Secretary

Institutions
E. V. Publishing House, Nappanee, Indiana,
Eld. Erwin W. Thomas, Manager.
Jabbok Bible School, Thomas, Oklahoma.
Ira M. Eyster, President.
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.
Dr. C. N. Hostetter, Jr., President.
Messiah Home, 2001 Paxton Street,Harrisburg,
Pa., Eld. and Sr. Irvin O. Musser, Steward
and Matron. Telephone 2-7836.
Messiah Orphanage, R. R. 1, Mt. Joy, Pa. Sr.
Mazie Seese, Matron.
Mt. Carmel Orphanag'e, Coleta, Illinois, Supt.
Eld. Albert Cober; Matron, Elizabeth Schradley.
Ontario Bible School, Fort Erie, North, Ont.
Bishop Edward Gilmore, President.
The Christian t i g h t Press
The merchandising department of Brethren
in Christ Publication Board, Inc.
Nappanee, Ind., Chambersburg, Pa.
Main office: Elizabethtown, Pa.
Clair H. Hoffman, Manager
Upland College, Upland, California.
Dr. H. G. Brubaker, President.

Treasurers of the Church Boards
Executive Board: Harvey W. Hoke. West Milton, Ohio; Canadian Treas., O. L. Heise,
Gormley, Ontario.
Foreign Mission Board: Carl J. Ule,ry, 1332
Maiden Lane, Springfield 28, Ohio; Canadian
Treas.: Wm. Charlton, Stevensville, Ontario.
Home Mission: Henry A. Ginder, Manheim,
Pa., R. R. 2, Canadian Treas., Edward Gilmore, Lowbanks, Ontario.
Beneficiary: Jacob H. Bowers, Collegeville, Pa.
Board for Schools and Colleges: John M. Book,
247 Euclid Place, Upland, California.
Publication Board: Charles E. Clouse, Nappanee, Indiana.
Sunday School Board: C. W. Boyer, 2223 N.
Main St., Dayton 5, Ohio.
Pree Literature and Tract Department: Ray
Zercher, Nappanee, Indiana.
Young People's Work: B. E. Thuma, R. R. 1
Marietta, Pa., George C. Sheffer, Stayner,
Ont, Canadian Treas.
Belief and Service Committee: John H. Hoffman, Maytown, Pa.
Industrial Relations Committee: C. \V. Boyer,
Sec'y., 2223 N. Main St., Dayton 5, Ohio.
Women's Missionary Prayer Circle: Mrs. Cyrus
G. Lutz, Secretary, Lancaster, R. 6, Pa.

FOREIGN MISSIONARIES
India
Saharsa Mission: Saharsa, O. and T. Ry., Bhagalpur District, India. Elder and Sister
Charles Engle, Sr. Leora Yoder, Sr. Shirley
Bitner.
Madhipura Mission: Madhipura, O. and T. Ry.,
Bhagalpur District, India. Sr. Anna Steckley,
Elder and Sr. Arthur Pye, Joe and Marietta
Smith.
Barjora Mission: P. O. Tirbeniganj, via Murlinganj, A. Ry., North Bhagalpur District,
India. Elder and Sr. William Hoke, Sr.
E r m a Hare.
Monghyr Mission: Mission House, Monghyr,
E. I. Ry., Monghyr District, India. Elder
and Sr. George Paulus, Sr. Effle Rohrer.
Banmankhl Mission: P. O. Banmankhi, A. Ry.,
Purnea District, India. Elder and Sr. Allen
Buckwalter, Sr. Beulah Arnold.
Bro. and Sr. A. D. M. Dick, "Trees,' P. O.
North Point, Darjeeling, India.

Africa
General Superintendent. Bishop and Sr. Arthur
Climenhaga, P.O. Box 711, Bulawayo, S.
Rhodesia, South Africa.
Matopo Mission: P. B. 191T, Bulawayo, S. Rhodesia, South Africa, Sr. Elizabeth Engle, Sr.
Dorothy M. Martin, Sr. Mary Brenaman, Sr.
Lula Asper, and Eld. and Sr. Alvin Book.
Eld. and Sr. Earl Musser, Eld and ,Sr. Bert
Winger.
Mtshabezi Mission: P. B. 102M, Bulawayo, S.
Rhodesia, South Africa. Elder and Sr. D.
B. Hall, Elder and Sr. Roy H. Mann, Sr.
Beth D. Winger, Sr. Mabel Frey, Sr. Rhoda
Lenhert, Sr. Fanny Longenecker, Dr. and
Mrs. Alvan Thuma, Sr. Anna Eyster.
Wanezi Mission: Filabusi, S. Rhodesia, South
Africa, Eld. and Sr. Chester Wingert, Sr.
Anna R. Engle, Sr. Florence Hensel, Sr.
Anna Wolgemuth, Elder and Sr. L. B. Sider.
Macha Mission: Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Africa, Eld. and Sr. J. Elwood Hershey. Sr.
Verna Ginder, Sr. Ruth Hunt, Sr. Verda
Moyer, and Sr. Annie Winger, Sr. Anna
Kettering.
Sikalongo Mission: Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Africa. Elder & Sr. David Climenhaga, Sr.
Anna Graybill. and Sr. Edna Lehman.
Missionaries on Furlough
Eld. and Sr. Albert Brenaman, West Milton,
Ohio.
Sr. Naomi Lady, Grantham, Pa.
Sr. Martha Kauffman, 411, 13th St. Abilene,
Kansas.
Sr. Mary C. Kreider 266 E. Main St., Cambelltown, Penna.
Sr. Ethelda Eyer, Third Avenue, Upland, Cal.
Sr. Emma Rosenberger, 300 Railroad Ave.
Souderton, Penna.
Bishop and Sr. H. H. Brubaker, c/o Mervin
H. Brubaker, 111 South Market Street,
Mechanicsburg, Penna.

HOME MISSIONS
Rural Missions
Allisonia, Virginia (Parris Mines) Elder and
Sr. W. O. Winger, Ida Lue Hane.
Bloomneld, New Mexico (Brethren in Christ
Navajo Mission), c.o. Blanco Trading Post.
Isaac and Nina Schmucker. Rosa Eyster,
Dorothy Charles, Ruth Zercher, Avery and
Beulah Kanode.
Delisle, Saskatchewan, Canada: Pearl Jones.
Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Canoe Creek Mission),
Box 259A, R. D. 2, Telephone Hollidaysburg
51319; Paul and Esther George.
Kentucky—Elam Dohner, Superintendent.
Pairview Station, Ella, Ky.: Elam and Helen
Dohner, Esther Ebersole.
Garlin, Ky.: Eli and Ruth Christner, Elizabeth Hess, Nurse.
Knifley, Ky.: Edgar Giles, Pastor, Katie
Rosenberger, Nurse; Ruby Clapper.
Meath Park Station (North Star Mission) Saskatchewan, Canada; Earl D. and Ellen K.
Brechbill, Docia Calhoun.
Tillsonburg (Houghton Mission) Ontario, Canada: Telephone Glenmeyer 22-14; Myrtle
Steckley, Ruth Steckley, Anna Henry.
Progmore: Alonza Vanatter, Pastor.
Houghton Center: Basil Long.

City Missions
Albuquerque Mission: Residence—239 North
Mesilla, Albuquerque, New Mexico, Telephone 6-6467 Paul and Barbara Wingerd.
Altoona Mission: 5th Ave. and 37th St.
Altoona, Pa. Residence—412 Third Street,
Altoona, Pa. Graybill and Ethel Brubaker.
Buffalo Mission: 25 Hawley St., Buffalo 13, N.
Y.; Telephone—GRant 7706;Harry and Katie
Buckwalter, Anne Wyld, Viola Miller.
Chicago Mission: 6039 Halsted Street, Chicago
21, Illinois: Telephone—Wentworth 6-7122.
Carl J. Carlson, Pastor, Avas Carlson, Alice
Albright, Sara Brubaker, Frances Wolfe.
Dayton Mission: 601 Taylor St., Dayton, Ohio:
Telephone — HEmlock 3164; William and
Evelyn Engle, Mary Brandt.

Detroit (God's Love Mission) 1524 Third Ave.,
Detroit 26, Michigan; Residence—3986 Humboldt, Detroit 8; Telephone — Tyler 5-1470;
Harry Hock, Supt., Catherine Hock, Ethel
Heisey, Ruth Deihl.
Harrisburg (Messiah Lighthouse Mission) 1175
Bailey St. Harrisburg, Pa.; Telephone—Harrisburg 26488; Joel and Faithe Carlson,
Elizabeth Kanode, and Beulah Lyons.
Massillon (Christian Fellowship Mission) 118
South Ave., S. E. Massillon, Ohio; Telephone
—2-3804; Eli Hostetler, Pastor; Lloyd Hostetler, Assistant Pastor; Lydia Hostetler,
Doris Rohrer, Minnie Bicher.
Orlando Mission: Pastor Ernest and Kathryn
Boyer, 1712 Cook St., Orlando, Florida.
Philadelphia Mission: 3423 North Second St.,
Philadelphia 40, Pa.; Telephone—NE 4-6431;
William and Anna Rosenberry, Anita Brechbill, Erma Hoke.
San Francisco (Life Line Gospel Mission) 224
Sixth St., San Francisco 3, Calif.; Residence
—311 Scott St., San Francisco 17, Calif.;
Telephone—UNderhill 1-4820; Edith Davidson, Janna Goins, Edith Yoder.
Stflwe Mission: 527 Glasglow St., Stowe, Pa.;
Telephone — Pottstovvn 1211J; Cletus and
Kathryn Naylor.
Welland Mission: 36 Elizabeth St., Wclland,
Ontario, Canada; Telephone—3192; Earl Bosert, Pastor; rauline Hess, Rhoda Lehman.
RADIO BROADCASTS
CHVC, Niagara Falls, Ontario
"Call to Worship Hour"
Each Sunday 9:00-9:30 A.M.
CKPC. Brantford, Ontario
"Brethren in Christ Hour"
Each Sunday 2:00-2:30 P. M.
WMPC, Lapeer, Michigan
First Thursday of every month
12:00-1:00 P.M.
Every Tuesday—transcription
3:00-3:30 P. M.
KOCS, Ontario, Calif.
"Morning Melodies"
Each Sunday 10:00-10:15 A.M.
WCHA, Chambersburg, Pa.
"The Gospel Tide Hour"
Each Sunday 7:30-8:00 A.M.
WCHA, Chambersburg, Pa.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Saturday 12:35-1:00 P.M.
WNAR, Norristown, Pa.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Sunday 2:30-3:00 P.M.
WLBR. Lebanon, Pa.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Saturday 12:35-1:00 P.M.
WKJG, Fort Wayne, Indiana
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Sunday 8:00-8:30 A.M.
WAND, Canton, Ohio
"Christian Fellowship Mission"
Each Sunday 12:30-1:00 P.M.
WPFB, Middletown, Ohio
"Gospel Lighthouse Hour"
Each Sunday 8:00-8:30 A.M.
WBUX, Quakertown, Pa.
"Sunday Bible Hour"
Each Sunday 12:30-1:00 P.M.
WLXW, Carlisle, Pa.
"The Verse for the Day"
Each Sunday 8:05-8:20 A.M.
WLBR, Lebanon, Pa.
"The Living Hope Program"
Each Saturday 2:00-2:30 P.M.
WVAM, Altoona, Pa.
"Youth Crusaders Hour"
Each Sunday 8:30-9:00 A. M.

1600 Kcs.
1380 Kcs.
1230 Kcs.

1510 Kcs.
800 Kcs.
800 Kcs.
1110 Kcs.
1270 Kcs.
1380 Kcs.
900 Kcs.
910 Kcs.
1570 Kcs.
1380 Kcs.
1270 Kcs.
1430KCS.

The Word of God has purifying qualities. It is a guide. Purifies the life of an
individual.
«
*
*
It is possible to have victory over the
world, flesh, devil and all circumstances.
*
*
*
The secret of victory is to bow in submission and trust Him for all things.
*
»
*
The world needs nothing more today
than the "Word of God"
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Bulletin from Mennonite
Central Committee
Senate and House Conferrees reached
agreement on the Universal Military Service and Training Bill on Monday, May
28, including an amendment to Selective
Service Act which will require that Conscientious Objectors be directed by local
draft boards to do work in the National
Service such as Agriculture, Hospital
work, etc.
Such work
assignments
will be subject to Presidential regulations
and will be for a period equal to that of
persons inducted for Military service. Additional information will be available
when Conferrees report bill for Congress.

Editorial Note
In this issue we are featuring messages
from the principle speakers on the Conference program. Dr. Paul S. Rees, pastor of the First Covenant Church of
Minneapolis, Minne., spoke in the Thursday morning and evening sessions. Rev.
Peter Dyck, now pastor of the Moundridge
(Kansas) Mennonite Church and Acting
Editor .of "Der Mennonit", spoke in the
morning program of the same day concerning his relief experiences following
World War II. Bishop C. N. Hostetter
brought the Conference Sermon on Friday
morning to the delegates and visitors assembled for the opening of the business
sessions of Conference.

Three Things Needful
It takes three things to make a good
preacher: study, temptations, and prayer.
The last, no man who lives near to God
dare neglect. The first, no man who endeavors to rightly divide the Word of
truth will neglect. .With the second, every
man will be more or less exercised whose
sole aim is to serve God. Those of a different cast, the devil permits to pass quietly on in their indolent and prayerless way.
—Adam Clark in Points for Preachers.

The World's Need
Long centuries ago, the Psalmist wrote:
"Except the Lord build the house, they
labor in vain that build it." The words
are just as true today, whether we are
thinking of the house of life, or of ,our
homes, or of the church, or of anything
else to which the figure of speech may be
applied. As someone has written: "The
wreckage and ruin of the world today call
for a carpenter—a Carpenter of infinite
wisdom. divine compassion,
absolute
power, and One who, knowing the Father's
will, can read His blueprint. The world
needs Jesus Christ!"
—The Christian Observer.

Sister Dorothy Witter selects the proper clothing from the "clothing store" for
two German children.

You Made It Possible
IFTY children to dress! Each one needed
two complete outfits of clothing for
everyday and a nice dress or suit for Sunday. What was I to do? Naturally I took
them to a clothing store. There were many
piles of dresses, shirts, pants, underwear,
socks, pajamas. There were dresses of
every color and description. There were
short pants, long pants, knickers, and overalls.
There were aprons, mittens and
stockings One by one each child received
his supply. Some were difficult to fit because they were large or small for their
age, or perhaps there just weren't many
eight-year-old dresses or ten-year-old shirts.
Then there must be a sweater for each one
when he plays in the yard. By the time
all fifty have sweaters, the stock is rather
depleted. Coats are needed when the
group goes for a walk in the park or in
the woods, so the children try on coats.

F

Next the children are taken to the shoe
store. This is a difficult task, trying to fit
fifty pairs of feet, small, large, wide, or
narrow. The search becomes lengthy before each child is fitted comfortably. At
last each one has a pair of shoes.

A true revival arrives at the graduation
of kneeology rather than theology.
— L . H. Cauble.
It is easier for people to love you if you
make yourself lovable.—C. R. H.

The montrices go to the store for school
supplies and order pencils, pens, erasers,
spelling tablets, writing tablets, construction paper, crayons, and color books for
the school and kindergarten our children attend each weekday morning in our
Kinderheim.
Does everyone have all he needs for his
stay with us? No, combs, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, soap, and shoe polish must be
secured. Finally all the needs are met.
The pleased looks on the faces of the children make the efforts seem worthwhile and
the task less wearisome. The satisfaction
of seeing the children nicely-dressed in
new garments instead of thin, worn,
patched ones in which they came, gives
reward to the workers.
You are wondering how we can afford
so many supplies for fifty children. You
made it possible!
The clothing store is
really on third floor of our Kinderheim
in a large room lined with shelves, cupboards, and boxes for the many gifts of
clothing you have given. The shoe store
is in a corner of our attic where stand
several large packing boxes filled with repaired shoes you have sent. The store for
school supplies is a cupboard in the hall
stocked with contributions from American
children. The clothes our children wear
and most of the food they eat, are all your
gifts. If you could have a glimpse into
our home, I am sure that you would feel
well paid for the time, effort, and money
you have given to the Kinderheim at Bad
Duerkheim, Germany.
Dorothy

Trust like a child and work like a man.
—Sel.

Witter, MCC Worker,
Bad Duerkheim.
Germany
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Andrias Masih. He is not one of our own
boys, but is an orphan boy and in the
Orphanage as a Boarder. He is in the
Fourth standard and a very bright boy. I
wjll be greatly surprised if he misses any
of the passage. 1 will listen to him now and
then let you know.—Just as I thought he
didn't miss one word. Eight other boys
came and all of them did very well. One
THE FIRST COUNCIL OF THE BRETHREN IN CHRIST
boy hadn't been in school fori several days
and he knew only half, but the others
CHURCH IN INDIA
knew their verses with very few mistakes.
We have had an addition of three boys to
the orphanage this year. Mohan, Yohan
For some years the need of organizing
The Lord wonderfully answered prayer and Daud are their names. All three of
the Church in India was felt and considered in the working out of this first Indian these boys were taken in as babies in the
and a few years back the Church elected Church Council. IFor years we have been Saharsa Girls' Orphanage and cared for
two deacons. The idea of a Council of looking forward to this step but with some there until their coming to Barjora. We
both Indian and Missionaries to come to- misgivings as to the result of it. However, are glad to have the little fellows and the
gether to discuss the problems of the it was a step that needed to be taken. We other boys have taken a real interest in
Church in India was talked about with believe our Indian brethren will be more thejn. Some came and volunteered to be
Indian leaders. They also felt that the satisfied and content with this responsi- their big brothers. I think it has done
time fori such a step should not be delayed bility and authority placed in their hands. something for the older boys. It is a
longer. The missionaries in general feel We feel theyl must be prepared to carry on parallel to getting a new baby brother in
that we should place more responsibility if and when the time comes that we Mis- the family.
We had a very sad experience during the
for the church on the indigenous group. We sionaries may no longer remain with them.
prayed for guidance in this matter and Hence, we crave your prayers for much past year which I don't like to recall. Robin
placed the question on our Mission Annual wisdom in helping our Indian Church Hembrone, one of the boys from the Santal
Council agenda.
This Council chose a leaders in these first months especially, for, area ran off, while we were in the Hills
committee composed of both Indians and in their newly acquired responsibility and during the Rains. He reached his home
Missionaries to arrange for the time, place, authority lie potentialities for good or and was sent back by the teacher because
spiritual program, business agenda and the evil. Pray that their lives may be so dedi- his mother was away in the hospital. He
entertainment of the Church Council.
cated to the Lord that they will prove to be ' was supposed to go back to our station at
Banmankhi and then come back here, but
This committee met as soon as possible a great blessing to the Church in India.
no one even saw him after that. Whether
—Charles E. Engle
after the Mission Annual Council. The aim
he set out to try to find his mother, got
to make this first Church Council a success
picked up by someone, or drowned, no one
was uppermost in the minds of all. Thereknows, but he never was seen a t
P. 0. Tirbeniganj
fore, no questions of a nature to cause disVia, Murliganj, A. Ry. Banmankhi..
unity were permitted and a call to prayer
Two boys have been put out in homes for
Bihar, India
was issued. The Committee decided that
a trial period of six months. They both
the Council would be held at Barjora on the Dear Friends of the Boy's Orphanage in want
to learn to be Tailors and we would
7th and 8th of February. They invited all India,
like to see them learn this trade, but we
members of the Church both men and
Three of our Anglo Indian friends from
they needed a period of proving themwomen to be present. The local group at Dewanganj are spending a few days here felt
to see if they will be. worthy. Both
Barjora volunteered to provide the meals and we have just finished our meal of chic- selves
of
the
boys
have passed the Upper Primary
for the two days of the Council on a cost ken and waffles. They had never eaten Standard. One
our boys who is away
basis. This offer the Committee gladly ac- waffles before, I suppose that is an Ameri- studying to be aof carpenter
will finish his
cepted. They managed the catering in an can dish.
course this June. We have good reports of
excellent manner.
Now I am in my office starting a letter his character from the Principal of the
Wednesday afternoon and evening both
and we trust he will make a good
Indian and Missionary speakers discussed to you and waiting until my Fourth and School
Christian carpenter. Another! of our boys
topics relating to the spiritual life and Fifth standard boys come for their Bible was
graduated from High School and is
growth of the Church. These discussions lesson. The bell is ringing down at the now taking
a one year Commercial Course.
school so it will be only a matter of minutes
were appreciated by all present.
He
too
is
a
splendid boy in every way, and
until
the
boys
will
arrive.
Today
they
are
Thursday morning the Chairman of the
we
thank
the
Lord for him and his testito
have
memorized
Matthew
5:3-12.
I
will
Executive Committee opened the business
We are praying that He will give
session of the Council. The Council chose listen to each one separately and give them mony.
to be a Christian Worker. We have
the Mission Executive Committee Chairman a mark on their work today. I am teach- himself
boy attending High School in Tirbenifor Moderator and David Jonathan Roy for ing them the life of Christ also with _ the one
aid of the lantern projector and slides. ganj just now. He walks three miles to
secretary.
school and the three miles back each day.
The Moderator! read Psalms 127:1 and Sister Hoke has Second and Third standard He came out second in his class last year.
Psalms 133, expressing the thought that de- Bible at an earlier period and they too are He is a fine young man with definite leadpendence upon God through the Holy Spirit learning Scripture and are showing a fine ings toward Christian work. Three boys
and unity among the group were necessary interest in their classes.
The first boy has come. His name is are walking the three and a half miles to
for any success of this Council. Prayer was
offered to this end.
This being a new experience for most of
our Indian brethren it was necessary to
make an explanation of the rules of order.
After some discussion the Council decided
to set up a Panchayat or Committee system
for the purpose of discipline and spiritual
leadership of the Church, which included
both local committees and a central committee. The Central Panch or Committee is
to study plans for the organization and
direction of our Annual Church Council and
is to bring recommendations to the Council
next yearl. The Council chose another Committee to study ways and means of appointing and supporting indigenous pastors and
to bring their findings and recommendations
to the next year's Council. These Committees need your earnest prayers as they
enter into the work they must do.

On The Foreign Field
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With the Church
In The Homeland
FAIRVIEW HOLDS MEMORIAL SERVICE
Fairview, Ohio
Greetings to all the Visitor family from
the Fairview congregation at Englewood,
Ohio. A very busy world moves all about
us and we find it of necessity to move fast
also. However, it is a wonderful privilege
to move fast with the work of the Lord,
instead of racing with the world with no
happy end in view. Here at Fairview we
arte not exempt from the busy age, but are
challenged anew to serve our Lord with
greater faithfulness.
Several of our congregation were privileged to attend the Annual Ohio-Kentucky
Joint Council in Northern Ohio and on Sunday morning, Mar. 18 we enjoyed hearing
of the blessed meetings and of the presence
of the Lord with them there.
Forty years ago March 17, marks the
date when one of our Christian warriors
passed from our midst to enter into the joy
of his Lord, Rev. Levi Herr, father of ourt
present pastor, Rev. O. U. Herr. Bro. Herr
was an active minister at the Fairview
church for a number of years before his
death in 1911. Bishop W. H. Boyer brought
ns a Memorial sermon on Sunday morning,
Mar. 18. In Bro. Boyer's message he told
how Bro. Herr was instrumental in leading
him to Christ and how he constantly encouraged him to obey the Lord. We were
challenged anew to obey the Lord and let
Him use our lives as He sees fit.
We are glad to welcome back into our
midst, Bro. and Sr. Leighton Mann and
daughter. They made a six weeks trip to
California, escaping some of our severe
winter weather, but enjoying the privilege
of worshipping at several mission points as
well as other of ourl churches. They brought
us encouraging news from the work of the
Lord in the west.

On Friday night, March 23, a good number of our group journeyed to Dayton to attend the Annual Fellowship Meeting at the
Dayton Mission. Seven speakers gave inspiring thoughts on the seven last sayings
of Christ on the cross.
It was our happy opportunity: overi Easter
week-end to entertain the Mixed Chorus
from Niagara Christian College. We enjoyed the messages in music they brought to
us and the contact with our Canadian
school. It was the first time we have had
a chorus representation from the Canadian
school to visit us.
Wednesday evening, March 28, we
traveled to the Highland church to share
in the experiences of Bishop Samuel Wolgemuth during his recent world tour in behalf
of lost souls. His pictures shown later in
Bro. O. U. Herr's home vividly protrayed
the need of salvation in a dying world.
Sr. Anna Eyster was with us on April 1.
We were glad for the word pictures she
painted for us of the work in Africa and
the vast need there.
May 5 and 6 was the occasion of our
annual spring Lovefeast and truly this was
a time of spiritual feasting. Bro. C. R.
Nissly, of Garret, Ind. brlought us several
encouraging messages and on Saturday
morning his family also shared in the service. On Saturday afternoon we were glad
to have Bro. Harry Fink of New Castle,
Pa. lead the testimony! service. Saturday
night we felt privileged to have three
Bishops participate in the service, Bishop
W. H. Boyer, Bishop Wilber Snider, and
Bishop Carl J. Ulery. The attendance was
good and we all felt spiritually refreshed
for having taken part again in this ordinance.
—Marjorie H. Haines.

Value of Church Records

(8) Origin of the Tunker Church in
Canada. Ridgeway. Ont. 1918. Pamphlet.
(9) Pictures of historic interest, such as
old church buildings, etc.
(10) Personal papers of church leaders,
such as diaries, letters, memoranda on
church affairs, etc.
(11) Programs of early services, such as
missionary meetings, Sunday School conventions, etc.
(12) Financial records of all kinds,
local district, and general church.
This list might be greatly extended. For
the present, however, enough has been said
to indicate something of the scope of the
program which has been launched. We
are entering into this program with the
deep conviction that it will make a contribution to the welfare of the church. Our
sincere thanks are extended to all who will
share in it in any way.

(Continued from page three)
for the files of back minutes which some
have sent to us.
(2) General Conference Minutes for the
period prior to 1871.
(3) The loose-leaf annual General Conference Minute sheets for the period 18711904, of which the General
Conference
Index, 1871-1904. is an abridgment.
(4) Abraham H. Cassel, "Origin of the
River Brethren." An unpublished article,
Harleysville, Pa.
(5) Directory of the Brethren in Christ
Church. Marietta, Pa., Uric B. Engle,
Printer, 1886.
(6) Directory of the Brethren in Christ
Church. Harrisburg, Pa., Central Publishing House, 1903.
(7) Manual of the Brethren in Christ
Church. 1916.

7. 0.
Wittlinger,
Messiah College.

Horatio, Ohio
One more time the folks living in and
around Horatio, had an opportunity! to get
right with God. On Sunday evening April
23 the revival 'meetings began, continuing
for three weeks. Bro. and Sr. Harry Fink
of New Castle, Pa., were with us during
this time. Many personal contacts were
made in the community, but many did not
respond to the invitation and come to services. Howeven, we were glad for those
who were there quite regularly. We are
sure they enjoyed the services as they
obeyed God.
Bro. Fink gave us Bible truths in such a
way that all could understand, who were
seeking to know the Lord. God answered
the prayers of those who sought Him with
all their heart, but we arie still praying for
those who rejected Him. One young man
wher comes from a Catholic home, was among those who found the Lord.
May the Lord abundantly bless Bro. and
Sr. Fink as they labor for Him at New
Castle, Pa.
—Elizabeth Thuma.
Temptations are not sin but yielding to
it is sin.

Grace is given to bring Glory to Him.

This Nation Under God
T is NOT OFTEN that men in high places in
our governments give clear testimony to
their faith and set forth Christ as the one
and only solution to the problems of the
world. This was done recently at the hearing in New York by the Senate Committee
investigating crime. One of the witnesses
was the now notorious Frank Costello, and
one of the investigating committee Senator
Charles W. Tobey, 70-year-old Republican
from New England. It was the statements
of the Senator and his references to Christ
as being the solution of all problems that
stirred the court.

I

Quoting from the poem, "Problems," by
Whittier, he inserted in the hearing records
a couplet which closes the verse and reads:
"But solution there is none,
Save in the rule of Christ alone."
Then he turned to the two prosecutors
on the witness stand and said with deep
emotion:
"When the hearts of men and women are
touched, they will take their inspiration
from the Master of Men, and then we will
have a righteous and a new America, and
we will have in this nation a nation in
which dwelleth righteousness, and before
God, it is high time!"
Here is one man who sees things in their
right perspective, and realizes that the
basic problems of the world are religious.
It is a pity that there are not more men
like Senator Tobey who believe these
things and have the courage to express
them.
—The Evangelical
Christian.
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Duffarkar Middle English School this year.
All of them are in Standard six. We would
like to be able to keep our boys with us
longer, but as the Mission has only the
Upper Primary School we have to send our
boys away to school when they finish the
Fifth Standard here. One boy was taken
out of school and put into training as a
house servant. He was very weak in his
school work and showed little possibilities
for improvement.
During the revival meeting with Rev.
Moti Lai of Jhansi our boys responded
beautifully to the messages and the loving
appeal to follow Christ. Almost all of the
boys prayed around the altar and a large
number of them made confession of their
sins and asked for forgiveness. Their hearts
responded to the call of the Master. How
we long to see every one of them out and
out for Christ.
The boys have been well. In spite of the
high prices, we do our best to see that they
have proper food and clothing and we
thank God for the good health that they
have been keeping. When you realize that
we try to support these boys on $50.00 per
year you can easily see how much of a
margin we have. The gift of the Young
People's Societies in supplying Christmas
Cloth Parcels certainly aided in the providing of cloth for the children. We are indeed grateful. I might also say, by way of
thanks, that those supporting boys who
gave overi $50.00 during the year helped to
make possible a couple of special projects
for the Orphanage that would have otherwise been impossible. One is the construction of a small weaving room and hand
work room that is to be used in conjunction
with the school.
To all of you, who have so faithfully
stood by with your gifts and offerings, we
say thank you, and God bless you. I can
honestly- say that your gifts have not been
given amiss. You have been making possible a work that is an investment in young
life, which we always feel is the greatest
and best investment any one can make. As
the Lord may lead you, we trust that you
will continue your services and gifts of
love.
Yours for the boys of India,
William and Mary Hoke

A Letter from Africa
Wanezi Mission
Filabusi, S. R.
May 1, 1951
Dear Christian Friends,
This afternoon I greet you with the words
of Jesus in John 3:16. It is because of the
the love of Jesus that I am here at Wanezi
Mission witnessing for Him. I count it a
happy privilege to be here and it is also a
joyful one because "There is joy in following Jesus". First there is the joy of sins forgiven. Next the joy of Jesus' presence with
me. Also the joy of fellowship and communion with Him, and the joy of knowing
I'm in His will. Added to these joys is the
pleasure of friendship and fellowship with
His African children. Often at night when
I retire I thank the Lord for the joy of
friendship with the people I serve. It takes
so little, perhaps just a smile or a word of
greeting, to stir one's heart and produce a
thrill of joy. Yes, "There is joy in following Jesus".
One afternoon one of the standard six
boys came to the office and said,
"Nkosazana, would I be allowed to come to
Bible School?" I hardly knew how to answer him, so questioned him about his desire to come to Bible School. In the con-

versation which followed, he said that he
repented in 1940 and two years later joined
the church of another society. Later his
folks moved near one of oun schools and he
joined our church. He is now 22 and has
not fallen into sin since he repented. I wish
more of our young men had a record like
that. This boy said that for several years
he has been interested in the Bible School
but wants to take Teacher Training first
and perhaps teach a few years before coming for Bible study. I asked him why he
did not want to come to Bible School next
year and he thought he would not be ac-,
cepted as only older married men have been'
accepted and coming. He wanted to know
if it would be possible! for him to come before he talked to his parents about it. His
parents are not Christians. They say
Christianity is for the younger people, not
old people such as they. In this family the
children conduct family prayers in the evenings and the parents sit back and are
silent. Please remember this family in
prayer that the father and mother may accept Jesus as their Saviour and that this
boy will wholly follow the Lord.
Just now the boys are home for a threeweek holiday between terms. We are very
sorry that it was necessary to suspend six
boys this first term of school. Our school is
not crowded this year. There are now 107
on the roll. Some of the boys say they do
not have money for fees. Their fees, books,
and two uniforms cost less than thirty dollars but that is a lot for them. This will
be a difficult year for their parents as many
do not have any mealies to harvest due to
the drought. Usually when the boys are
home at this time of the year theyl help to
harvest the crops but this year they say
there is no harvesting to do.
Holiday time is a time to relax from
regular routine but there is plenty to do to
keep one busy. Usually there is sewing,
mending, extra cleaning and such work that
does not get done during the school days.
As a rule we also have a period, of fellowship with fellow missionaries either by
visiting their station or them coming to
visit us. This holiday we expect the pleasure of visiting the newly arrived missionaries. Doctor and Mrs. Thuma expect to
arrive tomorrow and spend a few days with
us. They just arrived in Rhodesia last
week. We are anticipating a happy time
with them when they can give us the latest
news of home folk and friends in America.
Another feature of this holiday is a trip
to town and a day at Matopo at which time
several of us will be taking our second
Sindebele examination. This event is not
eagerly looked forward to but is a part of
the program. For most of us language
study is difficult and one of the things we
would like to keep in the background as we
teachers can get along very well with
English. But when we visit the people in
their villages we then feel "left out" if we
can't speak to them in their language.
Yesterday afternoon, Sisters
Engle,
Wolgemuth and I went to the village of
Bro. Sider's herdman to sympathize with
the family in the loss of their baby. He
was their fourth child and the only boy so
they take his death as a great loss. Neither
of the parents is a Christian but they
seemed to appreciate it that Bro. Sider,
Mangisi Sibanda, the assistant overseer,
and Jim Sibanda, a Bible School graduate,
had a funeral service for the baby. While
we sang, "Wa Ngi Tand'u Jesu lo"—Jesus
Loves Me"—the mother! began to weep. We
pray that she mayi soon realize indeed that

Jesus loves her. Before we had our little
service a girl came in who spent several
years at Mtshabezi. The past three years
she worked in Salisbury. Sr. Wolgemuth
asked her if she was still a Christian and a
Church Member. She said that she did not
know. She too needs our prayers that she
will know that she is a Christian.
I have tried to give you a little news of
Wanezi and a few requests for prayer.
These are just a very few; others are for
the unsaved old men who have been working here for years, the girls in the Homecraft School, the Bible School which will
open the last of May, the outstations round
about and the teachers in the village schools
as well as our six African teachers here.
And please do not forget your Missionaries.
They need prayer too.
—Yours in His Joyful service,
Florence R. Hensel.

Prayer Is Not Enough
(Continued from page six)
modern lovey-dovey ideas of God, it is still
true that there are some things He frowns
upon, things that hide His face from us.
Is not that what we mean when we sing,
"Nothing between my soul and the Saviour
So that His Blessed face is not seen"?
Seeking God's face means getting into
the sunlight of His smile and we certainly
cannot do that if we walk in darkness and
have fellowship with the unfruitful works
thereof. We are trying to save our faces
instead of seeking God's face. The first
thing we lose in repentance and revival is
face— our face—but we win God's face,
the smile of His favor.
Of course this goes hand in hand with
the last of the four requirements in our
text: "If my people shall . . . Turn from
their wicked ways". Here certainly is the
most subdued of all these bugle notes today. An old writer has said, "God will
not take sin away by forgiving it if we will
not put it away by forsaking it." "He that
covereth his sins shall not prosper; but
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall
have mercy" (Prov. 2 8 : 1 3 ) . It is amazing
how much excess baggage of sinful living
even conservative Christianity will allow
the saints to carry en route to glory these
days. We do not expect the world to relish
the command to give up wicked ways
which is exactly what God says the wicked
must forsake. A most notorious business
may advertise Go To Church Week and
brazen sinners attend a set meeting to pray
for peace. But sound this fourth note in
the perfect chord of repentance and revival
and you will arouse a storm of protest
about narrow-mindedness and Puritanism.
We expect that from the world but
church-members, so many of whom are of
the world, of course, will not brook any
serious emphasis on turning from our
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wicked ways. But there it is and we are
hypocrites to expect God to settle for a
fourth by just praying without humbling
ourselves, seeking His face and turning
from sin. We cannot make a monotone
out of God's perfect chord and get away
with it.
Praying is not enough if God requires
more. And in this sadly misused text He
surely does.
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This Conference faces the task of improving our pastoral service. We must be
better shepherds of the flock. The preparation of our ministers, the selection of
our ministers, the support of our ministers
and missionaries are problems about which
we must pray and about which we must do
something.
Remember, the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers. You are workers together
with God. The Holy Spirit works through

But the second source of attack is even
more subtle than the first. St. Paul says,
"Of your own selves shall men arise speaking preverse things to draw away disciples
after them". Such men are interested in
drawing disciples after themselves. Here
is self-interest at work among the brethren.
Selfishness is a deadly peril, a damnable
wrecker.
Sometimes we must painfully
and regretfully admit self-interest is alive
and active, although covered by a religious
garb and in spite of a testimony that self
was once crucified.

Charge to the Elders
(Continued from page four)
T H E TASK IN PROSPECT

The second significant fact that Paul
pointed out to the Ephesus elders was that
upon them rested the task of carrying on
the work of the Church which he had
founded. If they were to care for the
flock, they must first take heed unto themselves. These elders needed to guard their
own hearts and watch their own step. The
subtle forces of evil are ever at work. Unbelief, doubts, fears and love of the world
make a sinister attack on young preachers.
Frequently, however, more of the middleaged and the older ministers fail or fall.
They lose their holy fire. They lose their
love for the Lord and become censorious
and critical. They get into a rut. They
lose their' concern for the Church, become
opinionated, reckless and partial, and
sometimes indifferent. A measure of success robs them of humility and they are no
longer easy to be entreated. Elders, take
heed unto yourselves. Keep yourselves in
the love of God.
In this General Conference it is of utmost importance that every brother, every
delegate take heed to himself. There are
some things this Conference dare not do, if
it is to follow the will of God. There are
some things this Conference must have the
courage to do if our church is to do
Christ's work in the world. To take heed
to myself, I ask these questions: Is my
heart pure? Are my hands clean? Do I
love lost men? Am I willing, like Christ,
to die for the church? Do I hold faithfully to that which never changes? Do I
see clearly that which does change and
that which ought to change? Is my vision
of God's will clear?
St. Paul charged these men further to
take heed to all the flock, to challenge the
spiritual and devoted to service, to deal
with the carnal through courage, love and
faithfulness, to counsel with the wayward
in tenderness but in truth, and to plead,
warn, exhort, rebuke and instruct. Take
heed to the flock. Christ died for the ungodly. Let our love for lost and straying
men be constant.

Wolves from without and schisms from
within would plague the Church. Observe
that the sources of these attacks are twofold. First, wolves from without will
attack. "These grievous wolves", St. Paul
says, "will enter and not spare the flock".
They come to steal, to kill, to destroy.
These destroyers teach false doctrine, encourage love of the world, deceive, delude
and damn the souls of men. Frequently
they wear sheep's clothing. It is easy to
be deceived, if we do not watch.

you to instruct, convict, guide and to reveal Christ's will. You are instruments
the Holy Ghost will use, only if you are
clean, yielded, wholly dedicated to the will
of God. You need more than the anointing of the Spirit on your service. You and
I need the guidance of the Spirit as we
counsel, plan and make decisions in this
Conference. Let us give the Holy Ghost
free reign.
You are to feed the flock of God. How
sad if "the hungry sheep look up and are
not fed". Nothing can feed the soul like
God's holy Word. Bible loving and Bible
believing Christians are stable, steadfast
Christians. Bible loving and Bible teaching ministers produce such Christians. You
are responsible to feed the lambs as well
as the sheep. You are the shepherds of
souls.
DANGERS AND DIFFICULTIES IN PROSPECT

Satan stealthily times his attacks against
the Church. He would redouble his destructive efforts after Paul's departure.

Dangers have beset our church. When
our own brotherhood opened its heart to
more definite emphasis on holiness and
salification, then an over-emphasis on
"come-outism" took its toll. When our
brethren became interested in studying the
truth of our Lord's second coming, the
adventist heresy known as Russellism
crept into our ranks. These errors took
their toll forty or fifty years ago. What
are the perils which beset us today? The
first is the danger of what I choose to call
ritualism
and
professionalism.
Our
founding fathers came from the common
people. They were not what the world
termed scholars or learned men. Our
worship program and church life were
marked by simplicity, with an emphasis on
genuine piety and spirituality. Missions
made necessary our church schools. Now
compulsory education laws result in a
large number of our young people attending high school. Many more of our
young people are in public high school
than are in our church schools. Secondary
and higher education has broadened our
areas of culture.
By ritualism and professionalism I mean
this: there is more interest in the form of
church service than in its power. Variety
is substituted for vitality. More attention
is given how to sing than what to sing.
Preaching is geared to please. Culture is
substituted for spiritual life.
Form is
given first attention. Beauty is exalted
above truth. Reason slowly supercedes
revelation. Ritualism and professionalism
lead to sacerdotalism with its empty forms
and futile ceremonies. Conviction for sin
becomes weak. The power of the gospel
no more shows itself in saving and sanctifying power. To such the day ;of miracles
is past.
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T h e second danger I see on the horizon
is lukewarmness.
This sin of the
Laodicean age is ever with us. Zeal for
God dies down. Love for souls fades out.
The Scriptures are believed, but not followed. The doctrines of the new birth
and holiness are professed, but the fruits
are sadly lacking. Faith in prayer is professed, but where are the results? Lip
service is given to peace and nonresistance,
but unpopular conscientious objectors are
few and rare. Nonconformity and separation fade out. There appears to be no
difference "between him that serveth God
and him that serveth Him not". The world
becomes attractive and it begins to appear
as though these holy doctrines are excess
baggage, delaying our progress. But the
real difficulty is that the fire is lacking. The
real trouble is lukewarmness.

able change from those who preceded him,
but he cannot grant those who follow him
the same consideration.
Lukewarmness will never split a church.
It is too weak and listless. It causes a
church to die by degrees. Ritualism and
professionalism might possibly split a
church. The ritualism might become so
empty that spiritual minded people might
be justified in withdrawing. Traditionalism does split churches. It has separated
bodies over revival meetings, Sunday
Schools, top carriages and even suspender
buckles.

The third danger is traditionalism. Good
traditions have much value and should not
be carelessly thrown away. But traditions
have seriously hampered and hindered the
work of God. The Jews by their traditions,
Jesus said, made the law of God of none
effect. It required great effort on the part
of the early church to free itself from
circumcision, which St. Peter called a
yoke of bondage. At a later time St. Paul
found it necessary to rebuke Peter because'
he was "carried away" by a desire to please
his tradition-bound brethren.
The traditionalist exalts the old and
opposes the new. He resists change. When
he does finally accept change, he very reluctantly allows the same privilege to
others. Not infrequently one finds a
traditionalist who has made very notice-

THE RED SEA PLACE IN YOUR LIFE
Annie Johnson
Have you come to the Red Sea place in
your life,
Where in spite of all you can do,
There is no way out, there is no way back,
There is no other way but—thru?
Then wait on the Lord with a trust serene,
Till the night of your fear is gone:
He will send the wind, He will heap the

floods,
He says to your soul, "Go
And

on!"

His hand will lead you
through—
clear through—
Ere the watery walls roll down;
No foe can reach you, no wave can touch,
No mightiest sea can drowfo.
The tossing billows may rear their crest,
Their foam at your feet may break.
But over their bed you may walk dry-shod,
In a path that your Lord will make.

Flint

In the morning
morning watch. neath the lifted
cloud,
You see but the Lord alone,
Where He leads you on from the place by
the sea,
To the land that you have not known;
And your fears shall pass as your foes
have passed,
You shall be no more afraid;
You shall sing His praise in a better place
A place that His hand has made.
"Our crosses are hewn from different trees,
But we all must have our Calvaries;
We may climb the height from different
sides,
But we all go up to be crucified:
As we scale the steps, another may share
The dreadful load that our shoulders
bear,
But the costliest sorrow is all our own.
For on the summit we bleed alone."
—Selected by Martha Resor.

May I frankly point out that these
errors enter the flock through the ministers
and teachers—the elders. Some people
can't see weeds until they are taller than
"the corn. Some people think all things
green and growing are dangerous weeds.
We must clearly see the errors of ritualism
and professionalism. We must clearly see
the perils of lukewarmness. We must
clearly see the dangers of traditionalism.
God help us that in deed and truth we
might be overseers of the flock of God and
protect it from the attacks of Satan.
As elders view the task of the Church,
they must also face its practical difficulties.
These difficulties must be faced prayerfully, thoughtfully, believingly. Faith in
God removes mountains. Let us be sure,
however, we do not justify rash, hasty
action by the holy title of a step of faith.
We face difficulties in fostering the support
of our ministry. We have followed the
plan of a multiple ministry. We have divided the responsibility of preaching and
pastoral work because our men were selfsupported. As a result, we have an
average of more than two ministers for
each church. We have one minister for
every twenty members in the United States
and Canada. A church with two ministers
for each congregation cannot follow the
same plan of ministerial support used by
denomination that assigns two or three
churches to each minister. It seems clear
that some churches can be served best by
continuing the multiple ministry plan,
with emphasis on self-support. It is also
becoming clearer that much better work
can be done in some churches by the services of fully supported ministers. The
ministry must face these facts frankly,
prayerfully, seeking the will of God.
We must face the fact that if we want a
stationing committee for pastoral service
that is to be a stationing committee, then
districts must in a large measure relinquish
the choosing of their own ministers.
We face unlimited opportunities for
foreign and home mission services, but we
must face the facts that the financial and
manpower of the brotherhood are limited.
Our colleges and schools must operate
within the financial framework of the
entire church program. They should not
ask for an undue measure of support, but
they should have that measure of support
that the instruction of our youth and the
training of our workers deserve. Indigenous mission churches at home and in the
foreign field must receive our attention. As
long as the world suffers from war, we
must give attention to Relief, if we are to
be consistent in our nonresistance profession and faith.
But the chief difficulties the members of
this Conference face are not financial and
material. Our basic problem is spiritual.
The Church must win more men to Christ.
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We must lead our people in spirituality,
service and stewardship. We must challenge them to a plane of living where "they
count not their lives dear unto themselves".
If we lead them deep enough with God,
they, like Paul, will not covet silver or
gold, but will labor, share and give for the
Master.

1)ai>iS offering
"Prayer ar\b Praise
to Qob

CONCLUSION

How were these leaders to follow
through in obedience to the apostle's instruction and exhortation? He gave them
the answer, "And now brethren I commend
you to God and to the word of his grace
which is able to build you up and to give
you an inheritance among all them which
are sanctified".
These elders must keep close to God. If
preachers keep close to God, holiness fire
will not burn out. Neither will it become
fanatical wild fire. The fire will burn,
shine, convict, convince. If we keep close
to God, better Bible education for our
ministry will not lead us toward ritualism
and professionalism. We will h e better
servants "rightly dividing the word of
truth". Keep close to God and lukewarmness will have no place among us.
Finally, he commended them not only to
God, but to the Word of His grace. In
reality, one of the best ways to keep close
to God is to revel in the Word of His'grace.
Brethren, this Book reveals God and His
will to us. We must love it, study it,
cherish it, preach it, live it. This Book is
our message. We must know that message
better. We must make its teachings crystal
clear. Its truth must grip our hearts so
we develop convictions that are dearer
than life.
The word of God has been recognized as
the creed of our church. "All scripture is
given by inspiration and is profitable".
The truth of God is eternal and unchanging. The application of that truth changes.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today,
forever. We preach a changeless Christ to
a changing world. We must drive our
stakes deeper on every one of the doctrines
of God's Holy Word. We must stand
firmly on His truth. Then, like Paul, in
the application of truth "we must 'be all
things to all men that we might by all
means save some".
Before St. Paul knelt on the Miletus
shore and prayed with the men to whom he
was committing the destiny of the Ephesus
church, he once more reminded them,
"Ye, yourselves know, brethren, that these
hands have ministered to my necessities
and to them that were with me". Unselfish
living is part of the shepherd's life. He
gives himself to the flock because he has
first given himself wholly to God. He seeks
not theirs, but them.
I exhort you,
brethren, "take heed unto yourselves and
to the flock of God over which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers."

The Promise and Price of Revival
(Continued from page five)
That is to say, if God gives you repentance,
you must do something with it. You must
confess the sin whose guilt and shame now
bring their humiliation to your heart. Confess to God most certainly. But more:
confess to men wherever your failures have
involved them. Still more: make restitution wherever possible.
Before the late war a spiritual awakening came to multitudes of Hungarians in
Budapest and surrounding cities. Evangelist James Stewart was one of the messengers whom God used to bring revival
there. Asked how it started, Stewart replied : "It started like any other mighty
river—with a little trickle of spiritual
blessing. It began in a German Methodist
Church. Only a little handful of believers
were present. But these believers were
broken down before the Holy Spirit. They
could not eat; they could not sleep. They
had to get right with God and that meant
getting right with each other."
Stewart.then tells how he needed an
interpreter to assist him in preaching to
the Hungarian people. After prayer he
was impressed to ask for the services of a
little Hebrew Christian who had been
working with the Salvation Army and the
Open Brethren. "This little man." said Mr.
Stewart, "interpreted for me only one
night, and then I lost him." After ten days
he reappeared on the scene. "Where have
you b e e n ? " said Stewart.
He said,
"Brother Stewart, I couldn't. The moment
I stood up there the Holy Ghost slew me;
I could feel the Sword of the Spirit. The
Spirit of God said, 'You hypocrite, you
hypocrite.' So I have spent these days and
$200.00 in railway fares going around the
country making restitution to my brethren
and sisters in Jesus Christ." He stood before the people and said: "So far as I
know now, I have a conscience void of
offense toward God and toward men." And
the revival swept on!
"Oh," you say, "you will never find me
crawling on my hands and knees like that.
That's too much like making a worm out
of yourself." Yes, and you are the very

person, with your stiffnecked attitude, who
is not only missing revival in your own
life but blocking the blessing that might
come to others as well. Listen! You say,
"I'm not going to become a worm and
crawl before anyone in confession." Have
you ever read Psalm 22:6? In that tremendous Psalm of our Lord's passion He
cries, " I am a worm, and no man." Are
you ashamed of His company?
Listen again! There is a word in flur
text-verse that should not be overlooked.
It is the word "therefore." "Repent ye
therefore, and turn again." That immediately throws the mind back to the
preceding verse. There Peter,, after describing the trial, death and resurrection
of Jesus, declares, "But those things,
which God before hath showed by the
mouth of all his prophets, that Christ
should suffer, he hath so fulfilled." It is
in view of the suffering Son of God that
repentance is called for. Nothing breaks
down our pride like a fresh vision of the
Cross. Nothing so searches our souls and
brings to light the "hidden things of darkness" as does the Cross. In fact, the Cross
is the real reason for our repentance. If
Christ was willing to make a "worm" of
Himself in our behalf, let's not stand back
on our drivelling little dignity. It's our
false notions of dignity that we need to
fling to the winds if we want revival from
God.
"Repent y e ! " Without this chastened
mood of the soul, heaven's blessing finds
no room in our cold, cramped hearts.
IICome now to the second key word in
connection with our text:
Remission.
Why repent? Peter's answer is both
quick and quickening: "that your sins may
be blotted out." "So that the record of your
sins may be cancelled," is the way Weymouth renders it.
However we express it, the cheering
truth which here leaps up to meet us is
that God "delighteth in mercy." "If we
confess our sins, h e is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness" (I John 1:9).
It is customary for us to say that there is
no sin so vicious or .black but that God will
forgive it. Yet when we say that, I sometimes wonder if we aren't misleading the
people—perhaps even misleading ourselves. You will grasp my meaning if I
give you a quotation. A few years ago
the oldest daughter of General William
Booth was doing evangelistic work on the
continent of Europe. She was 91 years of
age, but alert, vigorous, and effective. She
was in conversation with a young
evangelist about the sins that really hinder
revival among church people—not the sins
of the saloon and the brothel but the sins
of the pew and the committee room and the
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sewing circles. She said, "I believe that
these sins of the heart, these roots of bitterness, envy, jealousy, grudge, criticism,
this unforgiving spirit, are more hellish
in the sight of God than some of the sins
we talk about so much—adultery, murder,
and so on." Do you agree?
Let the minister announce, with expected
evangelical warmth, that God will forgive
the blackest of sins, and nine-tenths of the
"saints" think of the drunkard reeling
down the alley or the murderer in "deathrow" at the prison. We who name Christ's
fair name need to realize that our selfconceit, our slothfulness, our callousness
toward the hurts of others, our petty bigotries and our uncured bad temper are
black as the craters of hell in God's sight.
Yet when we confess them, we find in
the heart of Infinite Grace not only an
assurance of pardon but a searching,
sanctifying ministry of cleansing.
" 0 God, our Father, deeply we have
sinned,
Our guilt and shame lie heavy on our
heart,
Grieved is Thy Spirit, quenched His Iwly
power,
0 let us speak, dear Lord, lest He
depart.
Thy house neglected, and Thy Word
unread,
Silent, the voice of prayer within Thy
court,
And from, the world accepting husks for
bread.
At last we see the ruin sin hath ivrought.
Unworthy lives, witness and service weak,
Far from Thy will our wandering feet
have sped,
Now we confess, and for Thy cleansing
seek,
Grant us Thy peace as to Thy throne
were led.
Now in Thy will we'll move with purpose
grand,
Now in Thy power and in Thy freedom
live,
Now in the victory of the Cross we'll stand,
And in the glory of Thy Kingdom
serve."
That is the song both of repentance and remission. It is the grateful witness of the
penitent and the pardoned.

Evangelical Visitor
It was a time of refreshing in the 13th
century when God sent Francis of Assissi
and his companions singing their way
across Europe, substituting for a dead
formalism the radiance and humility of an
unaffected Christian devotion and joy.
It was a lime of refreshing when God
raised up the Wesleys and Whitefield in
loth century England, bringing countless
thousands into the church of Christ and
preserving morally bankrupt Britain as
"the mother of parliaments" and the cradle
of our democratic freedoms.
It was a time of refreshing when God
commissioned Charles G. Finney to wake
up 19th century eastern America, a task
at which he succeeded so well that in the
single city of Rochester, New York, in
1830, a hundred thousand people joined
the churches on confession of their saving
faith in Jesus Christ.
But we don't have to look back wistfully
to days long gone.
In this our own
century—at whose critical mid-point we
stand—there have been some "times of refreshing," and even now the signs of
further awakenings are multiplying almost by the hour. At the beginning of the
century, mighty revival came to Wales. It
came also to the missionary churches in
Korea and Manchuria. Soon after World
War I it came to sections of Africa, such
as Ruanda where for about eighteen years
the work of the Spirit has been progressing
with power.
Before World War II it
came to Norway and Finland.
And what shall we say of the tidal wave
of blessing that has recently swept over Los
Angeles, Boston, and other cities? More
than a quarter of a million people were
attracted to the tent meetings in Los
Angeles, three thousand of whom made
their public confession of Christ as their
Savior for the first time in their lives! In
Boston one hundred and eight thousand
people attending the services in a little
more than two weeks, with two thousand
professed conversions on the last night
alone!
Dr. "Bob" Shuler, Sr., a veteran of half
a century in the ministry, has recently
written that the greatest single meeting he
has attended in all his life was the one
held at the Alexandria Hotel one morning
near the close of the Billy Graham campaign.
There, said Dr. Shuler, before
more than four hundred pastors and a
hundred lay leaders, some of the converts
of the meetings gave their testimonies.
There was one convert who told how, a
few months before he had lined his wife

and three small children against a wall to
kill them; how his little boy had jumped
in front of the wife, crying, "Daddy,
please don't kill my m a m a " ; how he had
thrown down the gun and walked out; then
how he had met Jesus Christ at the big
tent and his life had been revolutionized;
how he had gone immediately and found
his family and his estranged wife, had
prayed with them and asked for their forgiveness. (Since then the wife has been
converted and the family reunited). Dr.
Shuler says: "I saw that audience moved
to tears until it seemed there was not a
man in the house who was not weeping. I
heard the sobs of men until it seemed as
though we had all been made into one, and
the great sob came from a single breast."
Fellow churchmen and Christians, fellow citizens of the United States, we in
America can have our choice: we can have
the ghastly rain of hydrogen bombs that
will annihilate us or we can have the
glorious rain of God's grace and holiness
that will rejuvenate us. Which shall it b e ?
The answer lies with us.
The one concluding word that I am burdened to say to you is this: we church
people have got to begin bringing forth
the fruits of repentance. There is not much
open confession of sin as yet. We are still
too largely unbroken, uncrushed, unbowed,
and therefore silent where our sins and
failures are concerned. Ponder this, from
William Newton Blair, the author of a
book which describes the great Korean revival of the early years of this century:
"We may have our theories of the desirability or undesirability of public confession of sin. I have had mine, but I
know that when the Spirit of God falls
upon guilty souls, there will be confession,
and no power on earth can stop it."

News Notes
Change in Austria Relief Unit
The Mennonite relief unit in Austria is
reorganizing its program somewhat. The
present center in Vienna is being discontinued, but many aspects of the work—the
clothing distributions, food parcels to TB
patients, the sewing project, and the Sunday meetings—are to continue in YMCA
and other facilities in Vienna. The workers
are locating in Salzburg, a short distance
from Vienna, from which they hope to keep
in touch with the w~ork in Vienna and also
enter into a service to refugees.

III.
Think, finally, of the refreshing of which
Peter speaks in our text. "Times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the
Lord."
"' -i
When? When the condition of repentance is met and the assurance of remission
is experienced!
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